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There must be 
our religious life and teachings a 
Aperficialness, a sentimentalism, a 
fack of moral fibre, a want of clear ap- 
prehension of spiritual] truth, of eter- 
nal verities and retributions, a failure 
in early, positive, ethicul training, in 
thorough Church discipline and nur- 
ture, to permit these multiplied cases 
of moral delinquency to grow up in 
the shadow of the Sanctuary to such 
remarkable proportions. It is quite 
necessary that John the forerunner 
should precede the voice of the evange- 
listin our Churches, preaching repent- 
ance and the confession of sin in order 
to escape the wrath to come. The hour 
has certainly come when ‘‘the axe 
should be laid at the root of the trees,” 
rand fruits meet for repentance should 
be expected of_all that profess to be 
the disciples of Christ. 


~ We have no idea that the cause of 
pure : ‘e and undefiled religion suffers by 
such revelations. It gains “by them 
The fearful electric oats clear th the 
air. The very horror excited by them, 
inthe social world as well as in the 
Church, is significant. Men know 
such things are not the fruits of Chris- 
tianity, but the painfal results of the 
absence of it. It is only the genuine 
that can endure a counterfeit. The 
Church is lightened oI of a \ great burden 
when su such epee sin is “exposed. _ Is- 
rael could not conquer r while the gold- 
en wedge was covered, but when the 
guilty Achan was exposed and pun- 
ished, then the hosts of Israel tri- 
umphed. We have constantly affirmed 
in these columns that it was not a re- 
vival simply, but a reformation, that 
the American Church now needs. 
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THE STORY CORRECTLY OUTLINED. 


The Rev. William James, of Woodhaven, my step-brother-in- 
law, has acted, and és acting, towards me in a way that is un- 
worthy of a minister, a Christian, or a gentleman. 

He is withholding money, intended: by my father for me; but 
which was wrung from me, in my ignorance that@ could prove 
my moral right to it (the /egal right I had), by representations. 
made to me that I should: be considered dishonest in keeping it. 

Rather than seem to, father’s. children. that basest of all 
villains, whether in, the pulpit or out, one who, takes a legal ad- 
vantage against a moral right, 1 gave up for distribution my 
twenty-five hundred dollars, ex a sixth of two-thirds thereof... 

I did it with very great unwillingness and pain; so much so. 
that I fell sick of grief on my escape to my mountains, whence. 
I had been called to be stripped of my last hope of a home on 
earth. But when I consented to resign my money, I did it as. 
cheerfully and pleasantly as I could, in hopes to inspire my stepr- 
mother and her children with the same kind and generous spirit.. 

I had hope that Mrs. James, at least, would protest: against 
the injustice done me, and insist that part of my money. should 
be restored. And when, soon after I had given, it up, ample. 
eee was furnished that all I had told to my step-mother and 

er family in regard to the special provision. my father had 
made for me (the only daughter of his. first wife—his only old 
_ and homeless daughter, to. whom, he: had' not been sble to afford 
a home in his own houge), was no, “falsehood,” and no “ imagin- 
ation” of mine, I did not doubt that Mrs. James would at once 
insist that my money shpuld' be restored. 

She read Mrs. Nichols’ letter, which states that my father, 
Mr. Herbert T. Moore, of Brooklyn, deeded to me, and,told her 
and her husbanqdiit was for my sole wse and benefit “fhe land 
for which my money was paid to me by Mr. Lee, 20 Ferry street, 
New York, Mrs. Nichols bought said land at tax sale for me, as 
| she told my, father; and he telling her it was for me, left it in 
her power.and care.. He. told, her he felt ita debt he owed me 
for what I had dong for his other children; and he told others, 
who are ready to, testify, that the property was also to make 
some amends for alt he had not been able to do for me, which he. 
had done for the second family. 

Mrs. James said, on reading the Nichols letter: “If I believed 
this, I would return the money I have;” and soon after she sent 
two hundred of it by Rev. Wm. James, who told me that his 
wife was very severely blamed for being willing to do right. L 
needed the money sadly; but I said: “| intended to give Saralt 
(Mrs. James) and her twin, Willie, a couple of hundred; and 
now, if she sees and owns. the truth, and will try to convince 
the others of it, I will give her this freely. Take it back and 
tell her she shall not be the only sufferer for being the only jus¢ 
one.” But she wrote—not kindly—she would not aeeept a 
present from me; and that on January Ist, 1874, she shoeulupay 
all, principal and interest. I replied, “ As yourefuse a,gift from 
me, I do not renew my offer, and shal] take the money, when you 
pay it. January 1, 1874, she wrote she would’ pay it on the Ist. 
of April. It did not come; but a letter from Rev. Wm. James. 
came saying, “She shall never, pay. it,till she thinks her father 
gave it to you, while I am,her husband,’ I quote the substance, 
and have his letter waiting.an examination. He also wrote that 
he had no.time for any further ondence on the subject. 

I had tried-earagstly, through Mrs. James, to have her mother 
“submit the matter to arbitration. I offered that she (my step- 
mother) might. choose her.own brothers; but she would not risk. 
it. I wrote Mrs. J and’ on postals, becange . these 

were the only s in which I could get word to my step- 
_ mother and her other children. They would pay no attention 
to my letters; returned one unopened. They called my plain 
statements of facts abuse. I never intended any abuse to any 
of them, To “abuse” the most evil is not according to the 
tenor of my life. 

Mr. James wrote thet:ag soon as his wife was convinced that 
_ aur father,intended,my property for me,.she would at once re- 


ie 


from anyone else, on this subjec 
tremely delicate because it was a 1 
breath urging me, “Go to law, i 
would be so, much more private, as 
Mr.. Everts. 

¥ sent him a card, saying, “ Dost 
I am the wrong one, prove it to me 
as you will allow; bnt it is not righ 
ae in quiet pOssession of money, 

can never do that.” 

I went to Woodhaven, and, whet 
some other, I did see him “before | 
man of the Examining Committee ™ 
he would not look at the papers, “ 
so,” he said to Mr. Ebert; “she se 
week.” “~ Show it,” I said. “ You 
all I wrote, and to show, but not 
cards.” “I wouldn’t keep such st 
said he. “ Here is the copy, Mr. E 
a, sol read it tohim. Neither of 
wt. Thave it all, subject to judg 
this case, Mr. Eldert?” ‘* No.” 
of the whole committee, to take th 
thority for that?” “Yes.” Then 
letters of Mr. James, and some of 
Key, who said, “If Mr. James star 
himself cannot save him.” And |} 
did reply to him, though he lad 
none who wrote in my behalf. [2 


was as follows: “ Her own brother 
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she is pursuing. She was indigna 
brother of her actions, and sceins 
count of her doings kept from kim 
“Ah!” I was “very anxious” to 
all account, not of my doings, but 
tome by Mr. James and his Bow 
which await examination. And M 
knew perfectly that be wae false a 
and cruel ag. the-guave, and too bass 
he then planned. “Augusta may » 
she may have to show by her brot 
him with it?” I said, seeing the | 
reverend man, who had once callee 
which I haxe received from that 
written after Mr. James bad comp 
have his church take up the matte 
“| both wrote and said to Wm 
meant the money for which you 


' geems singular to me that a person 


remain in doubt of the justice of y 
believe that he and Sarah are but | 
believe your sole motive for wishing 
troversy was. for eur peaee of minc 
God, I took this brother with m 
warned net trust my papers out 
Rev. Mr. James came down fron 
which he had, he wrote me, “ set | 
not look so much like “a flin‘t,” tl 
selfish and not improving man’s fa 
to look over some of the letters of 
my right tomy own. But “a ma 
etc.,” he did’not, take in the truth. 
he- had set fou me, sndhe was for 
While he had been utterly refusii 
Rev. Mr. Halliday (who reported 
and to the Examining Committee 
presence, and who has sent me a | 
more to do with Rev. Wm. James 
them to behave as Christians shou 
ing Committee:; “ 1 am satisfied th 
He said he was trying to induce m 
this to Mr. Halliday in October,— 


subject.””> And he made, as if ex- 
as a family matter,” in the same 
law, if you want justice.” Law 
te, as all must know. AA / as says 


‘Dost thou well to be angry? If 
tome. I will be as easy with you 
>t right, nor reason for me to leave 
mey, mine by every moral right. 


, whether by “ human power,” or 
efore a witness,” Mr. E , chair- 
rittee Of Mf. James’ Church. But 
ers, “‘ Because she has abused me 
she sent me an abusive card last 
“You know I’ve asked you to kee 
t net characterize, my letters an 
ach stuff; I tere them to atoms,” 
Mr. Eldert.” He would not take 
1er of them could say a word against 
) judgment. ‘“ Will you look into 
vo.” “Do you declne, on behalf 
ake the matter up?’ Have you au- 
Then I came away. I showedthe 
me of my papers, to Rev. Mr. Mc- 
es stands to this position, the Lord 
And he wrote to Mr. James, who 
hawk declared he would reply to 
f. I bave the letter, » past of which 
rothers severely denounce the course 
dignasza eo know that I had told her 
ces very anxious to have an ac- 
m. kim.” 
is” to have kept from that brother 
«, but of the letters and cards sent 
s Bowman brother and sister, all 
And Mr. James knew perfectly why; 
false as false can be in what he said, 
»0 base for the name of man in what 
may send any additional proof that 
r brother s.” “Can I trouble 
r the deep guile and craft of that 
called himself my friend. A letter 
that brother runs thus. It was 
com plained %e him that I wanted to. 
matter: | 
» Wm. James that I believed Pa 
/ you ask, for yow absolutely. It 
person can look at the evidence. and 
sc of your claim. Yet | hope and 
e but mistaken, etc., etc.”” Also, “I 
‘ishing me and — kept out of the con- 
f mind.” Now, guided, as I felt, by 
‘ith me to Woodhaven, for I was 
‘rs out of my owm aight. The the 
n from his stern determination, to 
“set his face like a flint’”’ (it does 
nt,” that face, as it does like a very 
in’s face), and whiningly consented 
ters of the six or eight witnesses to 
“a man convinced against his will, 
truth. However, he wasin. the trap 
Kas forced to consent to-arBitnation. 
refusing every examination, he told 
orted it to the Board of Deacons, 
mittee of Plymouth Church, in my 
me a letter saying he will have no 
James and party, except to exhort 
s should. He said to the Examin- 
fied that Mr. James bas.deue wrong.” 
uce me to have arbitration Hetold 
ober,—the dates of his letters whi 
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Teaett Avenue Church, before the session of which they were 
summoned, that they all had tried to have arbitration with me. 


So Elder Edwin Ide and Elder Bryant both told me. I told Mr. , 


Ide it was of no use to hear first one side and then the other, 
unless he knew which to believe. “ What you want,” I said, 
“ ig to examine the papers and see for yourself.” “QO, no,” said 
he, quickly, “I don’t want to look at any papers.” That was 
the truth; but is it right. Is it “searchi —, the just cause, 
and “doing justice and‘judgment?” F did not mean to ask 
help from i uth Church, for! did not suppose it would take 
any action. I did not approve of its course in regard to the other 
ehurches. I am sure that it is the right and the duty of every 
real Church of Christ to exert moral influence in every just way 
upon every other church. Any church that stands akimbo 

inst other churches who feel aggrieved, is certaintly so far 
anti-christian. Nobody has any right to say, “I will not be ex- 
amined,” if his brethren feel offended. The more innocent he 
is—man or church—the more ready he should be to “come to 
the hight. 

My love for, my faith in H. W. Beecher, my dear pastor, f 
am not afraid to measure with those of anybody. For that very 
reason I wanted to see him spring to the help of Mr. West. 
That would have done more for Mr. Beecher than Mr. Everts 
ean do. 

But to return. A letter from Plymouth Church, as I sup- 
posed it was, was unexpectedly sent to. me, recommending me 
to the temporary communion of the Woedhaven Church. This 
had reached me in the autumn; but as Mr: James had written 
to a friend, whose letter I have, that he had “prepared” his 
church, and I'd “ be liable to be insulted” if 1 came, I thought 
best not to go, unless some of eur deacons, or a committee went 
with me. nd the letter, which turned out to be only from the 
Clerk of Plymouth Church, eneouraged me to hope our church 
might do its duty by me, a wronged and distressed member. 

So I lkid my case before the Board of Deacons and the 
Examining Committee. They all spoke kindly; said they 
did not doubt my representations; said I had their sympathy, 
and Rex. Dr. Beecher said: “It is perfectly competent for this 


| 
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ehurch to.appoint a committee of conference, and to request the | 


Woodhaven church to do the same, to examine and report on 
this case. Indeed, it will not do not to act upon it. Here is a 
member of our church, and the pastor of a sister church, between 
whonz ss such a state of things. ‘It is competent for our church 
to act.” Bat somebody won him over to non-action. Fhe 
oflicers said they would do, individually, all they could. I sup- 
pose they may be doing that all the time; if it has a good re- 
sult, I shall be as much astonished as rejoiced. I[ do not feel 
that I have any special claim on the services of my church 
brothers, as individuals, but as officres of a Church of Jesus 
Christ our Lord—or he is not our Savior—I do have a claim 
given by God himself. And wher they decline to do it to “the 


least,” they decline to do it to Him. These things should be 


aman. Facts and — seem to have no weight with 
He will read letters like»the following, and I have plenty of 


me, the reasons your father gave me for deeding to ie the 
or as 


/ 
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and helped the rest. You will find, I think, the facts known to — 


many living on the Lehigh.” dee Mr. B. Hinds, Stefidsburg, 
Pa? goea right on, saying, “If EF believed your father intended 
i¢ for you, you should have it, principal and interest.” Yet he 
same befoxe the arbitrators and declared he would not give it 


: 
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never meant that property for you is as strong as any you cam 
show.” “As strong.” is is the most that any of them can, 
say; and even this is untrue. But were it trve, should they 
make me, the homeless and alone one—the one without human 
dependence, or good health—bear all the doubt. Even were 
the.proof egacal, they, should restore me half. But the strengest 
ee they have is that our: father put other propervy im other 
ds with the understanding, as they own in writing, that it 
was but as a trust; and that he was about to sell or exchange 
mine when he died. But this was witls, my consent, and with 
his.repeated, promise that it should not be to my loss, as I can 
show whenever F am, by honest ministers, allowed the oppor- 
tunity. 

My father several times attempted todispose of my land, with, 
my consent, as he could not otherwise act. He told me he did 
not intend to.let even me know anything about the provision he 
kept constantly-made- for me, untH after his deathi;- but, ag. ite 
had a chance to trade it. for more than the sum he intended for 
me, he was obliged to tell me. He forbade me to mention it to 
his other family. He did not dispose of it then, and afterwards 
he replaced it by the Trout Creek lot, as several men knew, andy 
wonld gladly testify. 

The arguments and representations of the Rev. Mr, James 
and his branch. of the family had force enough with me, in ab, 
sence of any one to sustain my story, to get away my money, 
all but $270 odd. My confidence in my right to make, myself 
appear to be taking legal advantage was shaken, and they got 
my legal right away. Are they honest to keep money so ob- 
tained; now that seven ear and eye witnesses declare I told them, 
only the truth,? 


My step-mother must remember that it was for her brothet’s _ 
sake my father’s estate was ruined; and if she has not all she. 


wants, it is no reason why she should keep my mowey. She has 
her daughters anditheir good homes, which they own. 

‘Thwo.of her children have assailed me, threugh the post-office. 
on postal cards (of which they had no, need, since tl atgended. 
properly to all their letters), as a “ liar,” a “ black-mailer,” be- 
cause I only request back my own. And my step-mother and 
the Rev,, William James excuse, if they do not justify, this 
criminal conduct. 


In the letter in which Mr. Jaraes denied me justice, be offered, 


me charity. We declined further argument upon the subject of 
my money; said he had no time to answer my letters about 
that. lL offered to pay his fare to,Gouldsborough, Penn, 
where the people know, and knew for more than twenty years, 
that my father had made special provisien for me, and why he 
did it. “‘The Hannah Augusta Me tract’ was the name my 
land went by. there. Hemadenoanswer. The reverend gentig- 
man would not enjoy a_visit to Gouldsboro, while he remains. de 

termined to keep my money. 

In September, 1874, I wrote to.him that I was ready to go be- 
/ fore his church, or before mine, just as. he rather, to have the 
trouble between us examined, and that as he claimed to be as 
conscientious as I am about it, he need fear no great trouble. I 
have an exact copy of my letter, subject to.examination. 

Then he wrote, “ No human power shall make me see you for 
three —— before a single witness; nor will I, before any 
witness, look at a single paper. I consider you now my worst 
enemy. If my*church should think your complaint worth ex- 
-amining, I would resign my charge in twenty-four hours. But 

they will treat it with the same contempt that Mr. Beecher’s 
church treated. charges against him, You can come. I have 
said. nothing to anyone of my church, etc.” He also wrote, “I 
will not read nor answer another letter from you; nor a letter 
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‘Field, of New 
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He told this to lessen my chan 
Church, of which I am a member. 
mouth Church in another matter, 1 
him that he would be left undist 
quoted that twice as an example. 
they put it o& for over a month, | 
so for me to wait in the ci 
tried to be patient. Mr. Samu 
street, Brooklyn, President of Ply 
cons, and President of the Jeffors. 
Trinity Ee, Broadway, was 
‘ork, Evangelist, o 
shou}, I have been to accept of | 
have men who were ignorant of th 
matter; for Plymouth Church mn 
trusted deacon the account of that 
tration. On my part, I say; for 
seeing and hearing the James per! 
are the pe one who wants arbit) 
the only arbitrators they mean. t 
theu papers, you,will, have no case 
L did not at first see this, and 
gheir papers, had not their arbitrat 
York avenue, Brooklyy, (but who, 
moved, out of the city), answered 
made by mine, “ This seems to be 
one way.” As the James’ had de 
10th, and came then with “a lon; 
B. Morse, and other men called th 
nave done much before Mr, Sturs 
Mr. James calculate on this? J: 
sign, their papers. “ Thew I ees 
They keep saying, we will have 
fit of the doubt, or we will throw 
“The next time they say that,’ 
to throw it up, for these papers 
at Mr. James; I had thought him 


‘ letéarg.and those papers show hin 


The great unwillingness of M. 
affairs”? exposed, had vanished 
papers, which the Judge said, “1 
cannot be on such papers. They 

The “ eight points” of the Re 
dered inevitable the showing fort 
did, and why he made special 
would have made a job, that hal 
for a long time. 

At our second meeting, papers 
by the arbitrators, which. they « 
good man could, after thet tirst 
epee towards either side. 

The James’ would not sign the 
and which their arbitrator and 
again, “ We will haye our eight 
doubt, or we will throw. up the a 
them at their word, and the mise 
have Mrs. James’ account, of it; : 
written out. They do not agree. 
ber 4th, 1874, “ You must remem 
tration is between only you, Wil 

After,the attempt, she wrote 
letter—that it was between herst 
after this, noticed that the pape 
and her brother, and sister Bo 


vie 258. 

y chance of help from Plymouth 
mber. The position taken by Ply- 
itter, was a great encouragement to. 
undisturbed with his spoils. He 
ample. Arbitratien, agreed. upon, 
onth, knowing that it was next to. 
the city. 

Samuel Belcher, 13 North Oxford 
of Plymonth Church Board of Dea- 
efforeon Fire Trsuranve Company, 
y, was my arbitrator. Rey. Dr. H. 
‘list, offered his services, and glad 
t of them; but, we had agneed, to. 
t of the case., God directed in this, 
rch now has heard from her, own 
of that attenepa, on my part, at arbi- 
; for as Mr. Belcher well said, after 
es performers for one evening, “You 
arbitration.” Said he, “ They are 
eqn to submit to, and if you sign 
no case left.” 


5, and should certainly have signed ° 


rbitrator, Mr. Beniah Sturges, 9 New 

t who, about Japuary Ist, I’m told, 
wered * Yea,” laughing, to a remark. 
} to be a case of Twekey—Turkey all. 
iad delayed meeting till December 
‘along law suit,” as Judge Nathan 
led their papers, we should hardly 
, Sturges’ removal. Did the Rew 

1? Judge Morse warned me not to, 
I ewn’t have arbitration,” I said. 
| have our cight points, and the bene- 
throw up the arbitration.” 

that,” said the Judge, “do you agree 
pers incan mischief, Iam surprised 
it him a differen? nea, fpom what his 
yw him.” 

of Mr. James to having “ family 


hed at the drawing up of these. 


id, “ I condemn utterly; arbitratior 
They are a law suit.” 
he Rev. Mr. James would have ren- 


ig forth of why ay father felt as. he- 


ecial provision for me. And they 
at half an hour ought to settle, last 


apers were presented for signature 
hey could not honestly sign, for no 
i. tirst mecting, feel no, leaping. ct 
ide. 

gn the papers Judge Morse drew up, 
rand mine approved, and they said 
eight a and the benefit of the 
} the arbitration.” Then I took them 
e miserable trap was demolished. F 
of it; and the aecount.of Mr. Belcher, 
agree. Writes Mrs. James, Novem- 
remember that, this matter of arbi- 
1, William and myself.” 

wrote to Mr. Halliday—-I have. her 
n herself and me only; as, indeed, I, 
» papers show; and yet her mother 
er Bowman, told the elders of the 
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And in my hand I held, then, four of his letters, written since. 
September, 1874, to as many persons, declaring he would restore 
my money if Pa meant it for me. Ministerial honor and 
honesty !!. 

Association. met. Rev. Mr. MeFariand presented my charge, 
with a letter from the Rev. Wm. James, just at hand, instead of 
the Rev. gentleman himself. A committee went out; considered 
“how not to do it;” returned and re “a property ques- 
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ation”—when I had totd them my legal right was. lest.. When 
the motion to lay it on the table was made, it was promptly 
seconded by Rev. Wm. McKay—of all things! E& had heard 
that he and Mr. James had been consulting. But I do not un- 
derstand, yet why he was so eager to choke me off from what 
Rev. Mr. McFarland said, | thought might be my last appeal 
for justice. Men are past finding out. 

However, time is not all passed away, and those who are right 
can afford to be patient. When I heard that report, I spoke in 
meeting. I said, “ { made a distinct charge of falsehood and 
dishonorable dealing on the part of a mimster of this Associ- 
ation, which | thought was a moral question.” Now, if Associ- 
ation wants to.eover such conduct as that of Rev. Mr. James, 
and to keep.sueh men in its ranks, why, I suppose no one can 
help it. Bat it shall not continue to say it acts ignorantly. Rev. 
Mr. Stone, one of that committee, subsequently reported, but 
not to me, Rev. Mr. James as. wanting to. settle. H 
s0 inform me. | 

If, minjster or layman “is. morally and logically honest,. it 
matters little how sceptical he may be. If there is logical 
honesty at the bottom of a man’s mind, the fabric of evidence 
will at last rise through the mire of doubt. But if there is. no 
logic, no conscience, but only an unfathomed abyss of prejudice, 
crookedness and unbelief, it is useless to sink foundation stones 
of evidence into such a quagmire. The man needs not argument 
to convinge his head; bat the grace of God to renew his heart, 
to purge oud his hypocrisy, etc.” - 

| have letters from both my brothars, showing how Mr. James 
has misrepresented them ;- and’ have papers and letters to prove, 
I think, every statement that I have made. This is but a mere 
sketch, —s touching. on some causes of complaint against Mr. 
James. He knows as well.as I do, or even better, how unjustly 
my father’s estate was settled; and he worried over it—for his 
wife’s sake—he wrote, not a little, as PF have his letters to show, 
4nd: itis written permission to use them all. I shall use some, 
gut not such as would do him most harm. I shall use such as 
will contradict his later representations in regard to the pro- 
perty, and who had control of it. @“‘settle£” it, settled it 
too deep for sight or soundings. 

“Thou shalt not suffer sin upon thy brother,” is as good a 
command ag any other, and as hading. “It is the right, given 
of God} of the weak to have help from the strong; of the un- 
wise ta have help from the wise,” says one whose name I bave 
forgotten. No Christian will deny this. I, weak and unwise, 


without legal redress, but with a cause that is just before God, 


appeal: to al who are strong and wise. All I ask is fair and full 
examination, without obstruction or hindrance, and a just judg- 
ment by some competent church tribunal.. Upon this I must 


insist. 
AUGUSTA MOORE, 
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tion, syitable for the churches or the Courts, but not for Associ- } 
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